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 T
his is the new Pivot Mach 4 carbon; 
it features a full carbon frame, 
115mm of rear travel and 650b 
wheels. If you’re familiar with 
the Pivot range, you’ll know the 

company has a Mach 429 carbon 29er in 
its line-up already, so why launch a 650b 
version? Pivot says it wanted to produce 
a short-travel bike with the handling 
and acceleration of the old 26in Mach 4, 

but with some of the benefits of bigger 
wheels. Using 650b wheels also allowed 
the company to produce a XS frame size, 
something that wasn’t possible with the 
Mach 429. So what are your options?

Like most of the Pivot range, the Mach 
4 is available with several build kits — the 
SRAM X01 option that I rode costs £2,650 
on top of the frame cost, or you can choose 
a Shimano XT build kit for the same price. 
There’s also a XT/SLX mix for £1,650. Fancy 
a more racy set-up? The Mach 4 can be 
configured for cross-country competition 
by swapping the stock 120mm fork for a 
100mm version and resetting the rear sag 
using a small guide on the shock. 

Basically there are settings for both ‘race’ 
and ‘trail’, but because our supplied test 
bike came with a 120mm fork, I stuck  
with the trail mode exclusively.

In terms of intended use, the Mach 4 is 
a similar bike to the test-winning Saracen 
Kili Flyer 122 we featured in September. It’s 
also short travel and has 650b wheels, but 
there’s a key difference in the geometry that 
makes one of them more fun to ride — the 
Kili is 20mm longer in the front centre. The 
lack of length in the Mach 4 makes it feel 
twitchy and less stable, especially when 

riding rough or steep terrain. On the flip 
side, the carbon frame is incredibly stiff, 
it weighs practically nothing, has a ton 
of standover clearance and the DW-Link 
suspension is very efficient while still 
offering ample grip and control. 

In terms of build quality, there aren’t 
many bikes that are better made than the 
Mach 4 — the level of detailing is superb. 
I particularly like the way the frame is 
future-proofed for Shimano Di2 and even 
features a compartment for the battery at 
the bottom of the down tube. 

With 29ers dominating the short-travel 
market, 650b bikes are a rarity, but they 
can be fast, fun and flickable. The Mach 
4 is certainly lively, but I think its sizing is 
a bit off. Ultimately, the Mach 4 is not as 
confidence-inspiring as the Kili Flyer or 
aggressive short-travel 29ers such as the 
Specialized Camber Evo or Kona Process 111. 

Paul Burwell

need To 
know
● 650b 115mm-
travel XC/trail bike
● Full carbon- 
fibre frame
● DW-link 
suspension design
● Future-proofed 
for Shimano Di2

need To 
know
● Bespoke 
suspension with 
135mm of travel
● Sleek, 
hydroformed 
aluminium frame
● Floating  
rear shock
● Three new models  
starting at £1,499

pivoT mach 4

viTus escarpe  
290 pro

A fast and frisky 650b version of Pivot’s Mach 429 
carbon 29er with echoes of the past 

likes
Killer weight, super-stiff, fantastic 

build quality and Di2 routing is a bonus.

dislikes
That it’s not an inch longer to  

make the most of aggressive geometry.

1 s t  i m p r e s s i o n

✗

✓

specificaTion
Frame Hydroformed 
6061 T6 aluminium, 
135mm travel
Shock RockShox 
Monarch RT3
Fork RockShox Pike 
RCT3 Solo Air,  
150mm travel
Wheels Crossmax XL, 
WTB Vigilante 2.3in 
front/WTB Trail Boss 
2.25in rear tyres
Drivetrain SRAM XO1 
chainset with E13 XCX+ 
guide, XO1 r-mech  
and X1 shifter
Brakes Shimano XT 
180mm/180mm
Components  
Nukeproof Warhead 
760mm bar, Funn 
Strippa 45mm stem, 
RockShox Reverb 
Stealth seatpost
Weight 29.09lb (13.2kg) 
Sizes S, M, L, XL

geomeTry
Size ridden M
Rider height 5ft 10in
Head angle 66.6°

Seat angle 69.3°

BB height 342mm
Chainstay 450mm
Front centre 735mm
Wheelbase 1,185mm
Down tube 715mm
Top tube 600mm
Reach 430mm

specificaTion
Frame Hollow Box 
carbon-fibre  
115mm travel
Shock Fox Float  
CTD Factory
Fork Fox Float CTD 
Factory, 120mm-travel 
Wheels DT X1700, 
Maxxis Ardent  
Race 3C tyres
Drivetrain RaceFace 
Turbine chainset,  
SRAM X01 
Brakes Shimano XT 
Components Pivot 
WTB Volt Race saddle, 
Pivot Race Carbon 
seatpost, Pivot Team 
stem, Phoenix Carbon 
Riser bar 740mm
Sizes XS, S, M, L, XL
Weight: 2.3kg (5.1lb) 
frame plus shock

geomeTry
Size ridden L
Rider height 5ft 9in
Head angle 68.2°

Seat angle 72°

BB height 332mm
Chainstay 428mm
Front centre 701mm
Wheelbase 1,129mm
Down tube N/A
Top tube 622mm
Reach 439mm

v
itus has been quietly refining 
its range of mountain bikes 
over the past few years, 
tweaking shock tunes and 
updating wheel sizes on its 

off-the-shelf suspension frames, which 
are then matched to carefully selected 
components at killer prices. For 2015, 
this development has snowballed into 
a comprehensive overhaul, including 
a completely fresh and exclusive 
suspension platform and big leaps in 
design, engineering and production. 

And it’s really a giant leap; the 
Escarpe’s hydroformed aluminium main 
triangle is elegant and ultra-modern with 
an S-bend down tube, kinked top tube 
and pierced seat tube. There are crisply 
forged areas around the shock and a 
purposefully boxy, clamshell chainstay 
yoke behind the BB. Dressed in a matt 
black suit with grey decals, it looks pin 
sharp. Indeed it’s got such a slick finish 
that more than a few people mistook it 
for a Specialized Stumpjumper Evo 29 — 
our 2014 Bike of the Year — and praise 
doesn’t come much higher than that. 

A 45mm stem and 760mm bars give 
superb command over the slack front 
end and hugely capable Pike fork.

The rest of the spec is almost flawless 
with particular praise due for the choice 
of Shimano XT brakes, WTB’s Vigilante/
Trail Boss tyre combo and the inclusion 
of a minimal E13 upper chain guide. 

While the Escarpe 290 and Stumpy 
Evo 29 are aimed at a similar buyer, 
they go about their goals in completely 
different ways. The Stumpjumper is plush 
with lots of small-bump sensitivity. In 
contrast, there’s a lot more anti-squat 
on the Escarpe 290, giving a really firm, 
direct response under power. Setting 
the sag on the Vitus is critical as there’s 
a really linear end stroke, which makes it 
easy to bottom out. Get it wrong and it’ll 
seem like you’re always at either end of 
the travel. We settled on 30 per cent rear 
sag when seated. We also fitted a bigger 
36-tooth chainring (two teeth smaller 
than on the 650b version) to kill some 
of the anti-squat, and this improved grip 
and made the suspension a lot more 
active. But the effort of turning that gear 
almost killed us on a few climbs. 

Danny Milner

likes
Top-drawer frame and parts. Very 

capable geometry, carries momentum 
brilliantly and a real blast to ride.

dislikes
Shock in the worst place for 

catching rear wheel spray. Suspension 
needs careful set-up for best 
performance. Needs a bigger chainring.

1 s t  i m p r e s s i o n

✗

✓

Vitus on the rise with a rocking 2015 reboot

Cross-country or race 
tuned? You decide 

Thanks to Bike 
Park Wales and 
the nearby Coed 
Owen Bunkhouse 
for their help with 
this first ride. 
Bikeparkwales.com 
/ breconbeacons 
bunkhouse.co.uk
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